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Jesus was in prayer when His disciples approached 
Him.  Throughout the Gospels we hear that Jesus 
prayed.  He prayed constantly.  Jesus, the Son of 
God, always prayed!  In fact, He spent the night be-
fore His Passion and Death in prayer.  The disciples 
asked Jesus, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  They wanted 
to pray like He did but did not know how.       
 

Prayer is our conversation with God.  It expresses 
our intimate relationship with God.  Jesus taught 
His disciples how they should pray.  “He said to 
them, ‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be 
your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day 
our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we our-
selves forgive everyone in debt to us, and do not 
subject us to the final test.’”       
 

This is also how we are to pray!  To thank God for 
who He is, our heavenly Father, and for what He 
has given us.  We ask Him to always give us what 
we need, the grace to show each other the mercy 
that He shows us and to keep us safe from the evil 
of the devil.       
 

We must be persistent in our prayer.  God never 
tires of hearing us talk to Him in prayer.  He never 
tires of our asking Him for what we need.  He never 
tires of us coming to Him, our Father, as His chil-
dren.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In our reading from the Book of Genesis, Abraham 
was persistent in his prayer.  He asked God to spare 
Sodom, first for 50 innocent people, then all the 
way down to only 10 innocent people.  God was 
patient with Abraham.  He never tired of Abra-
ham’s requests.  Nor will He tire of hearing from us 
and listening to our requests.  God always listens 
and God always responds.       
 

Abraham’s prayer is a model of prayer for us.  
Abraham did not pray only for his needs, but also 
for the needs of others.  The needs of others, as well 
as our own needs, are at the heart of the Lord’s 
Prayer.  When we receive what we need in prayer, 
then we can pray for each other and to love and 
serve each other, in the example that Jesus gave us.  
“The Son of Man did not come to be served but to 
serve.”  
      

After receiving our Lord in the Eucharist at Mass, 
let us make all that we do a prayer to the God who 
lives within us.  Let all that we do glorify His name 
by the way we love God and each other, by the way 
we live as Christians. 

Chaplain’s Thoughts. . . 

“Ask and you shall receive.” 

by Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

CHAPLAIN THOUGHTS 
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It is an honor being the Grand Knight during the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Coun-

cil 11422. Humbled by the confidence members of the Pride of Largo has demonstrated by choosing me to the Of-

fice of Grand Knight for the 2019-2020 Fraternal Year.  I pledge to do all in my capacity, and with the help of coun-

cil members to uphold the knight's excellent position within the state of Maryland for more than 24 years of the 

council history.  

The heartbeat of the Fletcher Council Knights of Columbus is service, and the theme for the fraternal period will 

continue to focus on the great work of "Serving Christ By Serving Others." Together with my brother knights, we 

will continue to support our parish unconditionally and vigorously promote Faith, Family, Community, and Life programs for our church 

and our immediate community. The core principle of our Order: Charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism will be our guiding light as we start 

to implement the traditional service programs and activities. We pray for God's grace to guide us and pray for the intercession of Our Lady, 

Queen of the Knights to help us achieve all of our programs and activities.  

My brother Knight, always remember that in everything you do, you will never be alone in the service of Fletcher Council. We will always 

be the best and the strongest when we are united together in Christ.  

“To change the world we must be good to those who cannot repay us.” 

Pope Francis 

Grand Knight Report 
    Fidelis Ajudua, Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 

Trailblazer 

John W. Ramey was the trailblazer 

when he was appointed as the first 

Grand Knight of the 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council. 

His term of office was 1994-1995. 
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Charter Members of James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 
Charter Chaplain - Rev. Michael J. King 

Charter Insurance Advisor - David M. Thomas 
 

1. John Ramey - First Grand Knight (appointed in 1994), First Council Activities Director. 
2. John Queen - First Deputy Grand Knight (appointed in 1994), First Membership Director. 
3. *Robinson Gary - First Advocate (appointed in 1994), First elected Grand Knight (1995-1996). 
4. *James Harris - First elected Deputy Grand Knight - 1995-1996, First Program Director, (elected Grand Knight 

1996-1997) 
5. James Barnes - First Recorder, 1994-1997 (elected Grand Knight 1999-2000). 
6. *John Klucik - First Fundraising Chairman. 
7. James W. Wilson - First Financial Secretary, First Newsletter Editor, First Membership Director. 
8. *Rev. Mr. Leon Bechet - First elected Chancellor (1995), First Church Activities Director, First Mardi Gras Chair-

man (1996) (elected Grand Knight 1997-1998). 
9. Jeffrey Knight - First elected Treasurer, First Youth Activities Chairman, First Charter Knight Chairman (1995), 

First Editor to win the Best Bulletin Award at Maryland State Council Convention (2002). 
10. Sam Garcia. 
11. *Ronald Carpenter 
12. Maurice Carpenter - Elected Outside Guard (1995-1996). 
13. *Ernest Spriggs - Elected Outside Guard (1995-1996). 
14. *Howard Wynn - Elected Inside Guard (1995-1996). 
15. George M. Curtis - First elected Warden (1995-1996). 
16. James Starkes - Trustee in 1995, First Community Activities Director. 
17. Jamie W. Starkes. 
18. *Joseph Marshall - First Lecture, First member to serve as Grand Knight twice (2002-2003) and 2009-2010). 
19. *Arthur Nairn 
20. William Bell II 
21. Charles Ratcliff - First elected Trustee 2-year. 
22. Hugo Braden - First Pro-Life Chairman. 
23. Stephen Braden 
24. *Donald Wilson 
25. Wilson Wiley 
26. Terrance Holmes 
27. *Giles Bragg 
28. *Honorable William Missouri 
29. *Jerome Julius 
30. Anthony D. McIntyre 
31. John Adeleye - The last charter member to serve as Grand Knight (2006-2007). 
Fletcher Council was in District 6 with Sacred Heart Council 2577, Bowie, MD; Mother Seton Council 5381, Lanham, 
MD; and St. Marys of Landover Hills Council 10046, Landover Hills, MD. 
 

District Deputy - John A. Lyons and District Warden - George Floria. 
 

State Deputy - John Glynn 
 

  * Deceased. 
 

[Prepared by Edmund Gary] 

   PAST GRAND KNIGHTS CORNER 
Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 

                                    vhawkinsjr@aol.com                       301-336-0284 
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Welcome to the Month of 
August!  As we begin this 
month, the Maryland Dele-
gation will be heading to 
Minneapolis, Minnesota for 
the 137th Supreme Conven-
tion.  It is a time when 
Knights and their ladies 
from around the world 
come together to pray, con-
duct business and celebrate 

another year of Columbianism.  It is also a time to 
make new friends and to get reacquainted with old 
friends.  If you have the opportunity, tune in to 
EWTN and watch some of the activities. 
 

In today’s world, many find themselves too busy to 
be a part of something – like an organization.  Sad-
ly, many look at the Knights as JUST another or-
ganization.  The fact of matter is, that we are any-
thing BUT just another organization.  We are not 
just an organization that holds meetings and fund-
raising events.  We are an organization that puts our 
faith first and foremost.   
 

 
 

We work together to help our priests and our 
churches; deepening our faith and family commit-
ments; savings lives and changing lives; and, the 
list goes on and on.  When our Founder, the Vener-
able Father Michael J. McGivney, began the 
Knights, his mission was clear and precise, he saw 
the Knights as a catalyst to help men and their fami-
lies to not abandon their faith or their church.  He 
also saw it as a source for protecting the families of 
those men who died at an early age.   
 

We need to carry on the vision!  We, as Knights, 
need to pick up that cross and evangelize by invit-
ing Catholic men and their families to become part 
of our Knights of Columbus Family.  We need to 
show these men and the world that ours is NOT 
JUST another organization, but one that is a never-
ending legacy of a Venerable Servant of God! 
Please remember to check out the State Web Site 
and keep up to date on upcoming events and activi-
ties of the State Council and please continue to put 
your Faith into Action by “Serving Christ by Serv-
ing Others.” 
 

Vivat Jesus, 

 

STATE DEPUTY’S REPORT 
Dale W. Trott 

Lady Etoile and I are indeed humbled and 
honored to be selected as the Honorees for the 
Maryland State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus for fraternal year 2019-2020. 

Vern & Etoile 
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          District #4 
                        

 
 

The Fraternal year for the Knights of Columbus members ends in June and the 
new year begins in July. Congratulation to all outgoing officers of the Council 
for the contribution they made last fraternal year in service to all. The incoming 
leadership we expect will take their cue from their predecessors and continue as 
our State Deputy motto states, “Serving Christ by serving others”. putting their 
faith in Action.  
 

In its second year of adapting these programs, the Knights of Columbus offers men a place to 
lead their families and communities in faith and service and put their Faith into Action. Knights 
of Columbus members, parishes and families have the opportunity to make a meaningful dif-
ference through Faith in Action programs each year.  

 

Our goal is to strengthen men and their families in the Catholic faith. Learning the 
faith and living the faith. Formation in our faith goes beyond mere facts or religious 
practice to an authentic connection with a loving God and his son Jesus Christ. Pro-
grams in this category are designed to draw us closer to God and the Church in a 
tangible and meaningful way.  
 

Knights are called to serve others. Our first principle is Charity – at home with our 
families and in our communities. When Knights of Columbus members come to-
gether as one through their council and parish, they accomplish great things.  
 
 

Father McGivney sought to strengthen the familial bond of father to mother and 
children to parents. His vision for family life was not only financial and material aid 
but also spiritual strength. The majority of our time is easily spent in secular circles 
unless we intentionally create ways to live the domestic church. These programs, 
created for families by families, help us to live this call.  

 

Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all its stages and in every con-
dition” (St. John Paul II, 1995). The urgency of the threat to a culture of life in our 
world cannot be misunderstood. The Knights of Columbus vigorously defends the 
dignity of each human being at every stage of life. Councils and parishes can work 
to build a culture of life and a civilization of love through these important programs. 

 
                   Vivat Jesus, 
 

               Mike  

DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT 
Michael P. Akpan 
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SUPREME KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

THERE ARE THOSE who say we don’t have heroes anymore. 
 

Kendrick Castillo proves them wrong. 
 

One day last May, Kendrick woke up as if it were any other day. An 18-yearold young man, 
he went through his normal morning routine, packing his backpack and heading to school in a 
suburb of Denver. It was an exciting time for him. As a high school senior, he looked forward 
to his graduation ’ only days away ’ and the promising life that lay before him. 
 

But on that Tuesday afternoon, everything changed. After lunch, as Kendrick sat at his desk, a 
troubled student entered his classroom and pulled out a gun. In that instant, Kendrick made 
his decision ’ he charged the assailant. 
 

Kendrick gave his fellow classmates the precious seconds they needed to hide or escape, before he was shot. But while he 
courageously saved lives, he selflessly gave up his own. In Kendrick Castillo, a life was tragically lost ’ but a true hero 
was born. 
 

As a nation, we mourn Kendrick’s death, even as we celebrate his courage. As an organization, the Knights of Columbus 
is especially moved by his example of selfless sacrifice. His father, a member of the Knights, has said that his son 
“wanted to be a Knight of Columbus because he wanted to help not only people, but his community.” 
 

Kendrick Castillo did exactly that. A faithful Catholic to the end, he lived and died according to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ: “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13). 
 

In a better world, Kendrick Castillo would still be with us. That Tuesday would have gone like any other ’ no shooting, 
no grief, no resulting search for answers. Sadly, that is not the world we live in. Ours is marred with sin and strife and 
suffering. But that doesn’t mean we have no hope. Heroes give us hope. 
 

There have always been ’ and there will always be ’ those who inspire us with their selfless actions. Some, like Kendrick 
Castillo, have given up their lives for the sake of others. Others are still among us, living their lives for others, in ways 
big and small. 
 

To find them, we must know where to look. Some think of heroes as having supernatural powers, only to be found in 
comic books or movies, and in the mythic tales of ancient Greece and Rome. Others associate heroes with celebrities ’ 
great athletes, talented artists, the beautiful, the wealthy, the powerful, and so on. Yet true heroism has a different face. 
 

Heroism lives in ordinary people who do extraordinary things. They practice the timeless principles of courage, truthful-
ness, humility and self-sacrifice. Like Kendrick Castillo, they put the interests of others ahead of themselves, even if it 
costs them everything. 
 

If we look around, we’ll see that plenty of people still embody these characteristics in their daily lives. They are often 
unknown or unacknowledged because they don’t seek publicity. They also come from unexpected places and their hero-
ism emerges at unforeseen times. 
 

One of the most inspiring aspects of serving as supreme knight has been meeting so many brother Knights who are true 
everyday heroes — heroes who sacrifice to advance our principles of charity, unity and fraternity. 
 

A famous 14th-century treatise on knighthood advises Christian knights to be men of integrity and devotion, for as the 
writer observes, “they are in danger every day, and at the moment when they think themselves to be the most secure, it is 
then that they may suddenly have to undertake demanding and dangerous adventures.” 
 

The integrity of the knight included the commitment to defend those in danger who could not defend themselves and the 
courage not to recoil in the face of danger. 
 

We are told that Kendrick Castillo wanted to join the Knights of Columbus and so to be more like us. My sincere hope is 
that because of his example, our brother Knights will want to be more like him. 
Vivat Jesus! 

A TRUE KNIGHT FOR TODAY 
THE HEROIC WITNESS OF KENDRICK CASTILLO DEMONSTRATES THE FULLNESS OF A 

LIFE LIVED FOR OTHERS 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Harold Sims, Fraternal Benefit Advisor 

                                     harold.sims@kofc.org                                        240-701-2415 

 

OUR STORY 
FOUNDED BY A PRIEST TO PROTECT CATHOLIC FAMILIES 

 
The Knights of Columbus insurance story begins in the winter of 1882 in the basement 
of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn. 
 

It was there that our Venerable founder, Father Michael J. McGivney, gathered the men 
of his parish together to create a solution to a recurring problem. 
 

Many Catholics — most of whom were immigrants — were working and living in unfa-
vorable conditions. And many, tragically, were dying young, leaving behind widows and 
orphans with insufficient financial resources. 
 

It was a cold reality that had confronted Father McGivney all too often — not only in the lives of his parish-
ioners — but in his own. As a seminarian, he was forced to leave school and return home to aid his family 
when his father died unexpectedly. 
 

Though this story of financial ruin for Catholic families was common, Father McGivney was convinced that 
there was a way to change the ending. He knew that if the Catholic men in his parish came together in mutual 
aid, widows and orphans could receive the support they needed. 
 

He also knew that if Catholic men banded together, united by charity and unity, they could strengthen their 
faith, their families, and their communities. 
 

So, he established the Knights of Columbus, and with it, a “pass-the-hat” insurance system to protect the 
Catholic families in his parish. Over time, that system has evolved, and today we stay true to our founding 
mission through our multi-billion dollar, top-rated insurance program. Members in the United States and Can-
ada have exclusive access to our insurance program and products, including life insurance, retirement annui-
ties, long-term care insurance, and disability income insurance. 
 

Our charitable giving and fraternal service have continued to grow too. Nearly 2 million men in over a dozen 
countries across the globe are proud to call themselves Knights. Last year alone, these men and their families 
donated more than $185 million to charity and performed more than 75 million hours of service. 
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McNAMARA CHAPTER 

Jack Giacalone - Chapter President 

The Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights will celebrate its 55th Anniversary 
this year with the installation of Officers at St. Pius Church in Bowie, Maryland on 
August 26, 2018. Congratulations to all the new Bishop McNamara Chapter Offic-
ers, State Officers, Assembly Officers and Council Officers. 
      

Chapter meetings are open to the full membership so don’t be shy, come on out and 
bring your fellow council officers, Activities Directors and members.  Our meetings 
in the summer will be casual so get your red Chapter shirt and/or council shirt ready.  

  

Our August 21st meeting will be at Our Lady of Guadalupe Council 12127, 9000 Warfield Road, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20882. It will include an Admission/First Degree. Mark your calendar, and come on out 
and hear about all the exciting events and activities we will have for the year.  

 
 

Brother Knights, 
 

I have accepted the position of  Faithful Navigator (FN) for this fraternal year.   I look 
forward to working with you in making another successful year.  We want to again 
meet and surpass the Assembly goals and set our sights on the Star Assembly 
Award.   I sincerely appreciate all the Sir Knights that have stepped up.    I salute our 
Color Corps for all they have done and are doing in the appearances around the area.   
 

The Investiture of Assembly Officers will take place on Sunday, August 18th, after 
the noon Mass at Holy Family Catholic Church located at 12010 Woodmore Road, 
Mitchellville, Maryland, 20721.  Reception and lunch to follow in the Church Hall. 
 

The Bishop James E. Walsh Assembly Officers for the 2019-2020 fraternal year are as follows: 
 

Faithful Friar . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Father Joseph Jenkins 
Faithful Navigator . . . . . . . . .  SK John O. Grier 
Faithful Captain . . . . . . . . . . . SK Leon F. Alexander 
Faithful Pilot . . . . . . . . . . . . .  SK Charles Briscoe 
Faithful Comptroller . . . . . . .  SK Efrain Anderson 
Faithful Purser . . . . . . . . . . . . SK Emeka O. Onwezi 
Faithful Admiral . . . . . . . . . . .SK Harold Sanders, Jr. 
Faithful Scribe . . . . . . . . . . . . SK Ikechukwu R. Agbim 
Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SK Michael P. Davenport 
Lecturer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SK Hyacinth N. Uzoma 

 

Our monthly meetings will continue on the second Monday of the month, 7PM, at the 3611 Stewart Road, 
Forestville, Maryland, 20747 address.  The 50/50 Raffle continues as well with drawings held quarterly.  One 
does not have to be present to win, just current in membership dues.  
 

John 

WALSH ASSEMBLY NEWS 

John O. Grier - Faithful Navigator 



 

11  

 

Worthy Brothers, 
 
Let the jubilee celebration begin. And, so it did commence on Sunday, July 14th at the 11 
o’clock morning Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church, followed by a robust reception in the 
Rosemont Room. Jubilee you say, what jubilee. Well, if you were not aware, the James C. 
Fletcher, Jr. council 11422 will celebrate its 25th anniversary. On September 14, 1994, thirty
-one men of steel stepped forward to make the Fletcher Council, Knights of Columbus a real-
ity in the community of Largo, Maryland. It has since grown to be an awesome and leading 

council in the Maryland province. We are asking that all members join as we celebrate and conduct various 
events throughout the year. We have come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, let us continue. 
 

By the way, the Mass, Installation and the Reception held on July 14th proved to be examples of the faith and 
strength and resilience of Fletcher Council. It is akin to the Energizer Bunny Battery commercial, “it just keeps 
on going”.  We welcomed Fidelis Ajudua as he assumed the position of Grand Knight and the officers of his 
administration. Once of the most moving moments of the day was performed by two of the younger members 
of the council, Jordan Gill singing of the National Anthem and accompanied by Isaiah Scott on piano.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next significant Jubilee event will be held on the weekend of September 14th-15th. You and your spouse are 
cordially invited to join with us to pray together, to meet and greet fellow members and their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I look forward to sharing these 25th Anniversary celebration events with you on weekend of September 14th-15th. 

Please mark your calendars. 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, Deputy Grand Knight 

pmethodius@yahoo.com                                          301-326-9142 

 

O say can you see by the 
dawn’s early light. 

What so proudly we hail . . . . 

• The Jubilee dinner/reception will be held on Saturday, September 14th from 7-11 PM at St. 
Joseph Church Rosemont Room. Tickets for the anniversary reception/dinner are $20.00 per 
person. Council members are requested to wear their council colors and semiformal for all 
others. You may reserve and pick up your tickets by contacting Vern Hawkins at (301) 336-
0284 or by email at vhawkinsjr@aol.com.  

• On Sunday, September 15th, we will come together to pray together at the 11 A.M. Mass at 
St. Joseph Church. Please wear your council colors and sit together in the reserved section. 
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FAITH ACTIVITIES 
Alan M. Davis, Faith Activities Director 

adavis1960@verizon.net                              301-808-8009 

FAMILY FULLY ALIVE 
 

In founding the Knights of Columbus, Father Michael J. McGivney sought to respond to 
the crisis in family life affecting Catholics in 19th-century America. As a young man he 
witnessed firsthand the challenges his widowed mother faced with seven children at 
home. Later, as a priest he confronted on a daily basis the problems affecting the fami-
lies of his parish community due to poverty, violence, alcoholism, immigration, anti-
Catholic prejudice and discrimination. 
 

Father McGivney’s vision for family life was not simply that each family might find fi-
nancial and material aid. He understood that holiness is the calling of all baptized Chris-

tians. And, seeing as his two brothers followed him into the priesthood, we can understand how truly im-
portant the “sanctuary of the home” was to the McGivney family. 
 

His family was a living example of what the Second Vatican Council later taught — that each man, woman 
and child is called to holiness through proclaiming the Gospel and communicating the divine gift of love 
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              COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
                         Fidelis Ajudua, Grand Knight 

ajudua32@yahoo.com                                          301-283-1985 

 

SATURDAY 

AUGUST 24, 2019 
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 COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

                                                 Cal A. Thompson, Council Activities Director 
                                         calthompsn@msn.com                             301-249-2955 

 
 
 
 

 

Urgent Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Help ‘em Smile   
 

Join the Mid-Maryland Dental Mission of Mercy and Health Equity Festival. Help provide 1,000 people experienc-
ing dental calamity with $2M worth of emergency treatment. Dental and medical professionals and patient support 
volunteers, at least 18 years old, are needed to volunteer. Event is September 12-14, 2019 @ University of Mary-
land Xfinity Center, College Park, MD. 
 

Get information and sign up here: www.CatholicCharitiesDC.org/MOM 
 

Volunteer to teach English at St. Bernard 
 

Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers with a college education to teach English to adult immigrants at St. Bernard 
Catholic Church in Riverdale, MD, on Tuesdays or Thursday evenings (6:30-8:30 pm) this Fall. Volunteers from 
six parishes teach in teams with excellent teacher manuals. Training and support offered. Follow Pope Francis’ call 
to share in the journey, accompany immigrant families learning English. Professionals with ESOL teaching experi-
ence are especially welcome. 
 

Get information and sign up here: Laura.Yeomans@CC-DC.org 
 

Domestic Violence Speaker’s Bureau 
 

Professionals sought to educate Catholic groups about the effects of domestic violence in parish families, steps par-
ishes can take to help, and resources available. Volunteers will assist Catholic Charities staff to present workshops 
and presentations how parish leaders can recognize domestic violence and respond compassionately. Training and 
materials provided. English, French and Spanish speakers sought. Volunteers must have previous professional ex-
perience working with survivors. Office in Lanham, MD. Speaking opportunities in each county. 
 

Get more information and sign up here: Laura.Yeomans@CC.dc.org 
 

Shelter Clean-Up 
 

Come to New York Avenue Men’s Shelter, (1335 New York Avenue NE, Washington, DC) to help clean and 
maintain the inside of the shelter, while also cleaning up the perimeter of the property. Learn more about the reality 
of homelessness in DC—see a new environment, ask questions and learn about a typical day at the shelter. All sup-
plies will be provided; volunteers should wear comfortable clothing that they don’t mind getting dirty. Please note 
that all volunteers under 18 years of age should be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Get information and sign up here: http://bttr.im/2gb2x 
 

Emergency Rental Assistance Program (ERAP) Volunteer (Seasonal) 
 

A volunteer is needed to work directly with people seeking assistance with ERAP. The ERAP volunteer will help 
interview them about their needs, review their application for funding, and enter their applications into the online 
database. Volunteers will also talk with people to identify and address case management goals, including participat-
ing in other programs of Catholic Charities. This is a seasonal opportunity, from August to September. This oppor-
tunity is at the Southeast Family Center (Next to Nativity Catholic Church), 2812 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Washing-
ton, DC 20020. 
 

Get information and sign up here: https://bit.ly/2JFilVm 
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 LIFE  ACTIVITIES 

 Vernon Hawkins, Jr., Council Communications 
                                                         pmethvhawkinsjr@aol.com                                           301-336-0284 
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FAMILY  ACTIVITIES - FAMILY OF THE MONTH  

Ike Agbim, Family Activities Director 
iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 

 
 

Family of the Month for 
July 

Deacon Steven Nash 

Family of the Month for 
June 

Sadie Malveaux 
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For Information or to make a reservation please contact 
Tom Firestone (240) 753-5200  Joe Maher (410) 598-4463 

 

firestonetr@gmail.com   itmaher@comcast.net 
     Please Remit All Funds to Joe: 

     3778 London Bridge Road 
     Sykesville,  MD 21784 

 

Discounted Hotel Rooms Available: Please contact the hotel directly 
-  1 king or 2 doubles - $122.00 (plus taxes) 

-  1 king or 2 doubles with breakfast for 2 - $162.00 (plus taxes) 
Marriott Guest Reservations (410) 859-8300 or (800) 228-9290 (Mention: Knights of Columbus) 

To participate in the Group Hotel Rate your reservations must be made by 3:00 PM September 21, 2019 

 
 

Welcome Aboard To 

Neba Fuh & Damian Uzoukwu 

Successfully Completed Their 

Admission Degree On 

Monday, July 15, 2019 

MEMBERSHIP 

Ikechukwu R. Agbim -  Director 
  iagbim@gmail.com                              202-276-7796 
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Abortion pro life feminists and Christians in the nineteenth 
century were strongly against the act of killing unborn ba-
bies because of the belief in the worth of all human beings. 
They opposed abortion even though there was a vivid aware-
ness of the damage done to women through almost constant 
childbearing. This opposition occurred even though the facts 
were that almost half of all children born at that time died 
before the age of five. In addition, they understood that, 
much like today, women resorted to abortion because they 
were abandoned or pressured by boyfriends, husbands or 
parents, and lacked financial resources to raise a child on 
their own. They knew that women had virtually no rights 
within the family or the political sphere, but they did not 
believe that this option was the answer. If abortion pro-life 
Christians in times of old, when situations were worse for 
them, opposed abortion; what is the excuse today for such 
support of abortion? …As we all know and observe, today, 
this is a highly debated issue of concern! 
 

It is well known that the death of a child is a particularly 
difficult loss to mourn. In intensive care nurseries, parents 
are encouraged to hold their baby after his or her death, to 
take pictures, and plan a funeral and burial. Parents of abort-
ed babies, however, have not been given permission to 
grieve. Grieving the loss of a baby, which is what abortion 
pro life feminists and Christians know an embryo is, would 
conclude that there was a baby and the baby was killed, thus 
denouncing the entire premise why this action is even legal 
in this nation. Parents of aborted babies have no memories, 
no pictures, no funeral service, and no grave to visit. As time 
passes they become aware of the reality of their lost 
parenthood, and their grief may become overwhelming. 
Waves of unexpected emotion, sorrow, emptiness, guilt, de-
pression, and suicidal thoughts flood through them. Mothers 
are often aware of a sense of emptiness and a longing for 
their children. The book of Jeremiah in the Bible speaks of 
Rachael weeping for her lost children: "Rachael mourns for 
her children; she refuses to be consoled because her children 
are no more." (Jeremiah 31:15) 
 

Statistics have proven that after being induced to destroy the 
fetus, most women suffer feelings of grief at a higher inten-
sity level and for a prolonged period of time; sometimes 20, 
30, or 50 years later. Unlike women who have miscarried, 
women who had abortions feel guilty because what hap-
pened to them was due to choice. While abortion pro life 
Christians believe that God full heartily gives each and every 
person the ability to make their own decisions (free-will), He 
does not give every person the ability to make decisions for 
others (the baby in the womb). It is not okay to make a deci-
sion that affects another person, especially one that does not 
allow another person to continue living. God is the giver of 
life and death, not the pregnant mother of an unwanted child. 
Abortion pro life feminists and Christians state that women 
agonize over the decision to take such an action, a decision 
that is often made in a hurry, and under duress. Confused by 

her feelings about the pregnancy, and finding no one to help 
her find another solution, pro-life proponents say a woman 
experiencing a crisis pregnancy may believe that such a 
method is her only alternative.  
 

Despite the expansion of the pro-choice doctrine in the years 
following the Roe vs. Wade decision, legislatures continue to 
maintain and develop legal protection of the unborn children 
in all contexts except this. Prior to Roe vs. Wade, it was al-
ready settled law that the unborn child could inherit property, 
have a guardian appointed to represent his interest, be the 
subject of a custody dispute, and be considered a child for 
purposes of terminating the parent -child relationship. Abor-
tion pro-life feminists and Christians report that thirty-one 
states and the federal government now have fetal homicide 
laws, which punish third parties (people other than the moth-
er and an abortionist) who kill an unborn child. Many states 
expand their reach with laws applying from conception on-
ward, rather than after quickening or viability. In one report-
ed case, made aware by abortion pro life Christians and fem-
inists, is of a man who was convicted of fetal assault even 
though the mother was unaware she was pregnant. In many 
states, someone who batters a pregnant woman and injures 
the fetus may be charged with two crimes: against the moth-
er and against the unborn child. 
 

Pro-life feminists are outraged that rather than promoting 
women's equality, pro-choice has, in fact, hurt women. Only 
women experience the immediate and long term physical 
complications, emotional devastation or psychological trau-
mas that may result from abortion. Legalized procedures 
have shifted primary (and often sole) responsibility for the 
bearing and rearing of children onto the woman's shoulders. 
Killing unborn children has cheapened relationships between 
men and women, and has shredded the moral fabric of 
American culture. Abortion pro-life Christians encourage 
women to seek alternative options. They focus on educating 
women and men on the consequences of sexual relations 
before a commitment to marriage. Choosing to destroy an 
unborn child is a choice to murder. It is immoral and wrong. 
There are a variety of options available to women who expe-
rience unwanted pregnancies. Abortion pro-life feminists 
and Christians can provide lists of resources and centers 
available to aid in the recovery and forgiveness of those who 
have made the mistake to undergo this procedure and those 
that are considering the act with an option. 
 

For more information: http://www.christianet.com/
abortionfacts 

 

Reflections 
Dr. Peter Methodius-Ngwodo, DGK 

 

Abortion Pro Life 

http://www.christianet.com/bible/abortion.htm
http://www.christianet.com/abortionfacts/index.htm
http://www.christianet.com/abortionfacts/index.htm
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Two friends went into a company to apply for a job. They filled 
out applications and then were asked to take a test. Because they 
were applying for the same job, the test was identical. After the 
test was scored the Human Relations Recruiter said they had got-
ten the same exact score on the test. However, one friend was 
singled out and given the job over the other. The friend that did 
not get hired asked, "If we both got the same score on the test, 
why was my friend hired and not me?" "Because he had a better 
answer on one question," the recruiter answered. "On question 26 
he wrote as his answer ‘I don't know.' For the same question you 
wrote, me neither." 

* * * 

A guy walks into a jewelry store with this hot blonde. He says to 
the jeweler, I want to see your finest piece. The jeweler brings out 
this $1,000 bracelet. The guy says, "I don't think you understand, 
I want to see your finest piece of jewelry." The jeweler says okay, 
and brings back this beautiful $5,000 necklace. The man irritated 
at this point, repeats his request. "I want to see your FINEST 
piece of jewelry you have in this damn place." The jeweler goes 
back to the safe, brings out this exquisite $10,000 diamond ring.  
 

The man writes to jeweler a check and says, "Now, I know what 
you are going to think, that the check is bad. That's why I'm going 
to leave the check, and the ring with you. Come Monday morning 
when the check clears, I'll be in to get the ring." The jeweler is 
ecstatic and says absolutely and thanks the man for his business.  
 

Come Monday, the jeweler calls the man and says furiously, 
"What the hell, the check didn't clear, you didn't have any money 
for that ring!" The man replies, "I know, but I had one hell of a 
weekend!" 

* * * 

An 80 year old woman was arrested for shoplifting in a supermar-
ket. When she went before the judge he asked her, "What did you 
steal?" She replied, "A can of peaches." The judge then asked her 
why she had stolen the can of peaches, and she replied that she 
was hungry. The judge asked her how many peaches were in the 
can. She replied that there were six. The judge said, "Then I will 
give you six days in jail." Before the judge could actually pro-
nounce the punishment, the woman's husband stood up, and 
asked the judge if he could say something. The judge said, "What 
is it?" The husband said, "She also stole a can of peas." 

 

* * * 

One day Timmy came home from school and asked his father a 
question. "Dad, what is sex?" Timmy asked. "Oh boy, here we 
go," his dad thought to himself. So Timmy's dad went through a 
long and lengthy explanation about the birds and the bees. When 
he was finished he asked Timmy if there were any questions. 
Timmy answered, "No, but how am I going to put all that infor-
mation in this little box on this form I have to fill out where it 
says sex?" 

* * * 

Alcohol doesn't make you fat; it makes you lean... against tables, 
chairs, floors, walls, and ugly people!  

 
* * * 

A man gets home, runs into his house, slams the door and shouts, 
"Honey, pack your bags. I won the lottery!!!"  

His wife asks "Wow! That's incredible! Should I pack for the 
beach or for the mountains?" 

He answers "I don't care. Just go!" 

The icon of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa has been inti-
mately associated with Po-
land for the past six hundred 
years. Its history prior to its 
arrival in Poland is shroud-
ed in numerous legends 
which trace the icon’s origin 
to St. Luke who painted it 
on a cypress table top from 
the house of the Holy Fami-
ly. 

        The painting displays a 
traditional composition 
well-known in the icons of Eastern Orthodoxy. The Virgin 
Mary is shown as the “Hodegetria” (“One Who Shows the 
Way”). In it the Virgin directs attention away from herself, 
gesturing with her right hand toward Jesus as the source of 
salvation. In turn, the child extends his right hand toward the 
viewer in blessing while holding a book of gospels in his left 
hand. The icon shows the Madonna in fleur de lys robes. 

        The Black Madonna, another name for Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, is credited with miraculously saving the mon-
astery of Jasna Gora (Bright Mount) as Queen and Protector 
of Poland in the cathedral of Lwow on April 1, 1656. 

       Another legend concerning the two scars on the Black 
Madonna’s right cheek is that the Hussites stormed the Paul-
ine monastery in 1430, plundering the sanctuary. Among the 
items stolen was the icon. After putting it in their wagon, the 
Hussites tried to get away but their horses refused to move. 
They threw the portrait down to the ground and one of the 
plunderers drew his sword upon the image and inflicted two 
deep strikes. When the robber tried to inflict a third strike, he 
fell to the ground and squirmed in agony until his death. 

        Because of the Black Madonna, Czestochowa is regard-
ed as the most popular shrine in Poland, with many Polish 
Catholics making a pilgrimage there every year. Often, peo-
ple will line up on the side of the road to hand provisions to 
the pilgrims as those who walk the distance to Czestochowa 
walk the entire day and have little means to get things for 
themselves. 

Marian Title for August 
 

Our Lady of 
Czestochowa 
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Maryland State Council Officers 
 

State Deputy                                           Dale  W. Trott 

McNamara Chapter President               Jack Giacalone 

District Deputy                                       Michael P. Akpan 

District Warden                                      Jose Rivera 

 

James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council Officers 
 

Chaplain                                       Bishop Roy E. Campbell, Jr. 

Associate Chaplain                      Rev. Robert P. Boxie, III 

Assistant to the Chaplain           Deacon Steven Nash 

Grand Knight.                            Fidelis K. Ajudua 

Deputy Grand knight                Peter Methodius-Ngwodo 

Chancellor.                                Harold M. Countee 

Warden.                                    Robert B. Sistare, PFN 

Financial Secretary                    John O. Grier, FN 

Recorder.                                  Gerry K. Anderson 

Treasurer                                    Harold F. Sanders, Jr., PFN 

Lecturer.                                   Calvin A. Thompson 

Advocate                                   Edmund J. Gary, PFN 

Trustee 3 year                             Terrance Holmes, FDD, PFN, PGK 

Trustee 2 year.                           J. Bernard Broadus, PGK 

Trustee 1 year.                          Alan M. Davis, PGK 

Inside Guard.                             Charles N. Okpah, PGK 

Inside Guard                               Christopher I. Nwabinelli 

Outside Guard.                           Gilbert V. Neblett 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“SURVEY TIME” 
 

The objective of the Fletcher Council’s Newsletter is to keep our 
council members informed of recent and planned Council/Order 

activities and at time to put a smile on your face. 
Has it met these goals? 

What say you? 
 

What changes would you recommend? 
What say you? 

 

Do you recommend that the council continues this form 
of communications, the Newsletter? 

What say you? 
 

Email Your Survey Comments To 
Grand Knight 

Fidelis K. Ajudua 
ajudua32@gmail.com & vhawkinsjr@aol.com 

 

***AUGUST - 2019*** 
 

 

       01   Damel L. Goddar 

      02      Christian N. Anyikude 

     03      Thomas F. Matthews IV 

  05     Ryan F. Cenac 

  06     Grzegorz Okulewicz 

  06   William N. Tolbert III 

  10     Anthony E. Effiong 

  19  Tse E. Bangarie    

  24     Rupert McCave 

 

“The Joy 

Of A  

Birthday” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
**AUGUST** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01        Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  

12      Bishop Walsh Assembly Meeting, 7 P.M. 

15      Feast Day of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

15      Fletcher Council Meeting, 7:30 PM  

18      Knight’s Sunday, Mass @ 11:00 AM 

21       McNamara Chapter Meeting, Jesus the Divine Word  

          Church, Doran Hall, 885 Cox Road Huntington,  

24        Financial Secretary Seminar 

24       Flea Market 


